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Abstract:

Mahmood Gami (d. 1855) was a renowned Kashmiri poet of the 19th
century who served his mother tongue through his magnificent poetry. He
initiated the tradition of writing mathnawi in Kashmiri literature, which he
translated and adapted from the Persian. He made a start with his first
mathnawiShirin Khusrooriginally written by well-known persian poet
Nizami Ganjawi. This article first time introduces a manuscript of above-
mentioned mathnawi which is preserved in Bodliean Library, University of
Oxford, UK. It also presents a concise introduction of the writer and the
mathnawi as well along with the comparison of manuscript and edited text
of Shirin Khusro.

Keywords: Mehmood Gami, Nizami Ganjawi, Shirin Khusro, Mathnawi,
Editing, Translation
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Kashmir has a small but respectable list of literary
works. (2)
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Gami was educated in persian and Arabic by his father, a
well-known moulvi. (9)
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Mahmud Gami Born in village of Duru, near veering.
Mahmud Gami was prolific writer and produced in
Kashmiri the Panchganj that the five well known
romances like Yusuf Zulaikha, Laila Majnu and Shirin
Khusru.(12)
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Mahmud Gami died in 1855 AC. and was buried at

Arwadri near Doru where a simple rustic memorical still
stands over his grave in a dilapidated condition. (13)
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One of the earliest poets who follow Persian Pattern was
Mahmood Gami. He wrote romance like Yousuf

Zulaikha, Laila Majnu and Shirin Khusru, etc. his
description are trite and graphic.(17)
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He will be most remembered as the first poet to
introduce the masnavi in Kashmiri Literature. He made a

start with Sheeren Khusrus and ended about 60 years
later with Haroon Rasheed. (18)
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