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Abstract:

This article discusses nineteenth-century mode of thinking of
Chishti Sufis in Punjab and its representation in the cultural products and
artworks such as painting, architecture, calligraphy, and taghziya. Chishti
Sufis based their understanding of the Universe on Ibn-al Arabi’s ideas of
Symbolism. By attaching primacy to the interpretation of artwork, Sufis
linked craft practices with their ideas of wajud and insane-e-kamil. Oral
traditionsof artisan-builders and craftsmen suggest that they borrowed
these ideas from Sufis to make sense of their cultural products, thus
establishing a close relationship between artisanal practices and

nineteenth-century Sufi ideas.
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"Islamization has been two-sided process. On the one hand, it has

consisted of and effort to adapt a universal, in theory standardized and

essentially unchangeable, and usually well integrated system of ritual and

belief to the relities of local, even individual more and metaphysical

perception. On the other, it has consisted of a struggle to maintain, in the

face of its adaptive flexibility, the identity of Islam not just as religion in

general but as the particular directive communicated by God to mankind

through the preemptory prophecies of Muhammad."
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16.  Jean-Michel Hirt, Le miroir de Prophet Psychanalyse et Islam

( Paris: Bernard Grasset, 1993), pp. 39, 64
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24, Blue is also used to " represent the blending of loving kindness

with whatever is other than loving-kindness." Attar uses it as:

"Due to your nature you disobeyed the Shariat/ You were blind;so

you found yourself in blueness." Rumi explains blue as: " If you

are not blind, know that this blueness comes from yourself/ Speak

ill of yourself; Speak no more ill of other! " Javad Nurbakhsh,

Sufi Symbolism, The Nurbakhshi Encyclopaedia of Sufi

Terminology (Farhang-e-Nurbakhshi, Vol. IV ( London & NY:

Khaniqahi-Nimatullah Publications, 1990), p. 54.
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40.

Elias writes, " The Alif is the first letter of Arabic alphabet and
also the first letter of the name of "ALLAH". It is written as a
vertical line, bringing to mind a raised index finger and
symbolizing the unity of GOD. Thus, when Bahu speaks of
knowing only alif, he is posioning himself squarely in a Sufi
tradition which uses this metaphor to emphasize the futility of
becoming preoccupied with external forms while ignoring

underlying meanings. Those who find the Beloved in the letter alif

need not open that to read it."
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(one who knows. For " God is one", You need to know)
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