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Abstract:

This article discusses nineteenth-century mode of thinking of

Chishti Sufis in Punjab and its representation in the cultural products and

artworks such as painting, architecture, calligraphy, and taghziya. Chishti

Sufis based their understanding of the Universe on Ibn-al Arabi’s ideas of

Symbolism. By attaching primacy to the interpretation of artwork, Sufis

linked craft practices with their ideas of wajud and insane-e-kamil. Oral

traditionsof artisan-builders and craftsmen suggest that they borrowed

these ideas from Sufis to make sense of their cultural products, thus

establishing a close relationship between artisanal practices and

nineteenth-century Sufi ideas.
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Š*ñâẐÅŒ43š5é EGG])ß5:âẐÅŒ43š5é EGG](~Z°ZŠZzgæ¢a~)DZÅ<43ï XGJG(ZëZzgãCŠ~

wÆqï÷Xµg'`)zÃ]229Y(Æ!*g}~¹Y@*ìāz{ª¿åTäZL
Ãc*]ÅzŸs#Æaæ¢a~)DZÅ<43ï XGJG(Ð»x1X62Cµg'`ÆˆŠvß5YäÌ
SkgzZe$6,¿HXZpZyZ“YZLZq-g‚á~gBZi÷:

LLZ}',ZŠgÔYyáā!*!š-öEWæ¢a~»_·Óxi.y~'g]¿ìÔ²f�

æ¢a~Å$+zª[.y~'g]QìYètDQyŠgzZizV~ÐZq-ìX

Xóó72C ..... ÆgZ5ëgzbÆ�CÙ»D0*D÷ÔZzgÓ̧xDÅaì
Zyß5ñ«JxÅcz~™äzZá»gvgc*èZzgæ¢a~Ðl!WÙðgnp¸X

Q,VäSÐZL®»bÌÑixìwHYèLLtÓxÇ®~Y¦/,z].ZãùÂV»!�–gZ
åXóóSkWg^ÆxZ‚E+{ä$¨45é GGGESgzqãçZ*Ð’q-0*ðc*’uiZƒñZzg**øÃZKgzqãƒ
ÅzÝ(,Jä~æŠŠ¶ÅgzZe$‡ì~g3X82C

ZÞ,œ~Æ'×ZgZ]Æ¢è
EELy~º!»gvzVäZ§bÆæ¢a~ÅZDwÃ

¥sÑñX}ZÞ,œ~Zq-Mãß°LÎyZº÷á{ó»cU)DÏˆ('×ZgÑƒgÆ
ŠzzgLZ',Z�óZzgLgZ#óäyH�æ¢a~ÅZDwÆZEwÅZq-.e$÷{VwìX92C

YZzg9zi~g8-ÅšN*�V?ÍwZDwZzg*g}Ò]ÐZEwK‰XSk§b
»Z0+Zi�ŠZ],z~ZDwÔYßVZzg*gzVÐ'×+ìÔ·YZ−+i™c*MãÆ‚})0581YÅŠ;ð
~ZiuâyƒZ6āZz6,ÒyHY[ì(~Áúc*VìÔpLLZAVZzgN*�V6,æ¢a~Å

ZDwSkqg]»ZqÐi~zC„gS÷XSknÆÝlÅZq-ZzgVw)!*<mŠZ],}ZzgWJÃã
*g}(Â³Ñp~÷á{ÑyÂ²~»'×ZgìXÎyZº÷á{Å§b÷á{ÑyÂ²~äÌpŠ
»gvzVÃZem,ZÅVZzg'×Zg}ÆeJ‘Æ!*g}~@Zc*]�ÛZëX‰X03C

ZknÅ'×+”{yZ]Æ',@âg·'gz~»'×Zg)ZÞ,œ~ÆW¸i~y™Š{(
²!æïÆ%âVÆ‚BZq-‚Š{qg]ìX'gz~»'×ZgQyÆgzqã‡Z+z%”ÂxZ−+
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!*›ïÐ¹&pyÆŠ¾VÐ½SymV~ÃµßZ÷?óó05Cß5:ZŠ[~̄ÿLÑ!|]
Z',Z�ÆZq-7}Å´#ÖÌìXT~WvÔucz̄Ó½ð NYNVYßV~$+wˆXÅiCVuc
)?(ZzgŠgxãz»Ñ)Ã%(åX15CZÏ§b†[»YwgÎwZv)~V(Å´#ÖìÔ
LLSkÅíW\)~V(ÆÕÆ¢Z]ÐaZƒð�cZ`Æ^ÆŠzgZyW\ÆZ',zÐ

02Y 21 Šc@* �Ñð 2X 9 ÔÑg{ ï**) 44 .... º[~ZÞ~œ~Åß°gzZe$~´$43ïGGG



¤/}X†[ÆYwÅpyZ+uc'c*VW\)~V(Å™«Å{§›',ZŠg~ÅZCpy
·äÅWâŠÏÅ´#Ö÷Ô²!»Œ›y§÷XZkÅp[ßg]ZzgíZ+÷ā|]
-^ýPÆŒÔ|]Z',Z�ÅQƒðÄh~Æfg)}.ZÆÑÃã6Ð›ZzgZvÅ÷áyz
Ø•Ã†[ÐUŠ~ˆXóó25Cº!»gvzVä'×ZgZ]ÅŠ-ZgzV6,îzóg~¼Š£ò
]VÅ]4-<4è

IEGXGZEwXÔ!*<mWxXWñVÅ‰V„ÃF,KMŠ}™Q,VäYw¯ñX
»gvzVÅgzZe$Æ_.VZzgYw¼ŠZsògzZc*]~èÃg0ÅúÒÏ™D÷XSy

‰VÃ0Æ0ZKƒŒÛZgŠc*X!*<mÜZ³V6,¯ñ‰Ýl~Q,Vä0Æ
k**]ZzgP]Å¦k,ÉÌÅXX»z°{FZqŠg$~›âVÐHŠHìXSkÐtÌ¥x
ƒ@*ìāu6,2VZzg»gvzVä‰V»ZN[Îa™™HZzgtQyÆâẐÅŒ43š5é EGGC¦gZ]Å
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"Islamization has been two-sided process. On the one hand, it has

consisted of and effort to adapt a universal, in theory standardized and

essentially unchangeable, and usually well integrated system of ritual and

belief to the relities of local, even individual more and metaphysical

perception. On the other, it has consisted of a struggle to maintain, in the

face of its adaptive flexibility, the identity of Islam not just as religion in

general but as the particular directive communicated by God to mankind

through the preemptory prophecies of Muhammad."
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 16. Jean-Michel Hirt, Le miroir de Prophet Psychanalyse et Islam

( Paris: Bernard Grasset, 1993), pp. 39, 64
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24. Blue is also used to " represent  the blending of loving kindness

with whatever is other than loving-kindness." Attar uses it as:

"Due to your nature you disobeyed the Shariat/ You were blind;so

you found yourself in blueness." Rumi explains blue as: " If you

are not blind, know that this blueness comes from yourself/ Speak

ill of yourself; Speak no more ill of other! "  Javad Nurbakhsh,

Sufi Symbolism, The Nurbakhshi Encyclopaedia of Sufi 

Terminology (Farhang-e-Nurbakhshi, Vol. IV ( London & NY:  

Khaniqahi-Nimatullah Publications, 1990), p. 54.
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40. Elias writes, " The Alif  is  the first letter of Arabic alphabet and 

also the first letter of the name of "ALLAH". It is written as a

vertical line, bringing to mind a raised index finger and

symbolizing the unity of GOD. Thus, when  Bahu speaks of

knowing only alif, he is posioning himself squarely in a Sufi 

tradition which uses this metaphor to emphasize the futility of

becoming  preoccupied with external forms while ignoring 

underlying meanings. Those who find the Beloved in the letter alif

need not open that to read it." 
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