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Abstract

This article deals with Qasis-e-Hind, Vol 2. written by Molvi Mohammad Hussain Azaad in the
context of Historicism and New Historicism. This term was coined by Stephan Greenblat. New
Historicism is body of theoretical and interpretive practices. Famous French intellectual and Post-Modern
thinker Micheal Foucalt's vision about the relation of power and knowledge also works as a black ground
in this field of Literary Criticism. Azaad text about Mehmood Ghaznavi, Akbar The Great, Aurangzaib,
Siva ji and some female historical personalities. Azaad subverts the ideological construction of these
characters made after 1857. Muslim and Hindu historians mythicised these persons, but Azaad's point of

view helps us to deconstruct these myths.
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"Sometimes critical theories overlap so much, however, that is difficult to

determine the ways in which they are different, especially when practitioners
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disagree about what those differences are. Such is the case with new historicism
and cultural criticism. As we'll see, these two fields share so much common
theoretical ground that their approaches to literary interpretation are often quite
similar. For the sack of charity, however, and in order to fully appreciate the
differences that do exist between new historicism and cultural criticism, we will
begin by discussing the two fields separately. And because new historicists have
articulated their theoretical premises more thoroughly than have cultural critics,
we'll start with new historicism. Once you have a fairly clear idea of the new
historical enterprise, it will be easier to see the ways in which cultural criticism
compares and contrasts with it."J”
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"A key question for the new historicists has been the dialect of 'subversion and
containment': how far do Renaissance text offer a genuinely radical critique of the
religious and political ideologies of their day and how far is the discursive practice
of literature, in its apparent subversiveness, a way of containing subversive
energies?"/®
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" Tyson, Lois, Critical Theory Today: A User Friendly Guide, 1950 (2nd Edition), New York,

Routledge, p. 281,282
(8- Culler, Jonathan, Literary Theory: A very short interoduction, 2005, Karachi, Oxford University
Press, p. 130
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