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Abstract

Ups and downs are an integral part of national life. Nations have to face the

challenges at various times of history. During crisis, the national thought becomes split

into various dimensions. Such in the case of Ottoman Empire. At the end of nineteenth

and beginning of 20th century, Ottomans were in crisis. At last, Mustafa Kamal Pasha

declared it to be western republic. He tried to reform every walk of life on western

pattern. During Ottoman crisis, Prince Said Halim Pasha presented his thought that the

Muslims should remain adhered to the Islamic teachings. Western scientific

knowledge and technological progress may be adopted in the Muslim World but not

the social norms. He opined that the solution of the crisis of Muslim World is in unity

and the Islamic teachings.
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We believe that Islam�smoral, social, and political norms are

perfectly in harmony with human nature and are consonant with it, and 

able to give order to life until the Day of Judgement and to the destiny of

Adam�sSons. Because of this belief,we cannot accept that the development 

of Muslims can occur outside  the principles of Islam. Our belief is as 

sound as the laws of mechanics. &!S
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Despite the fact that the Pasha was a determined Islâmc?

(Islamist), who believed in the primary role of Islam for providing a

solution to social and political issues in the Muslim world, Said Halim

Pasha used a very 'secular'discourse. Indeed, as with all the Islamist

authors who were his contemporaries, we rarely encounter references to

Islamic resources or the thoughtsof the main Muslim authorities in his

writings. :!S
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1 Mukallidliklerimiz (Our Imitations) 

2 Mesrutiyet (Constitutional Rule) 

3 Buhran-Ictimaimiz (Our Social Crisis) 

4 Buhran-Fikrimiz (Our Intellectual Crisis) 

5 Ta'assup (Fanaticism) 

6 Inhitat-Islam Hakkinda bir Tecrube-i Kalemiyye (An Essay on the

Regression of Islam) 

7 Islamlamak (To Islamise)

8 Islam'da Teskilat- Siyasiyye (Political Organization in Islam)
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The Religious Reform Party, on the other hand, led by Said Halim

Pasha, insisted on the fundamental fact that Islam is a harmony of idealism

and positivism; and, as a unity of the eternal verities of freedom, equality,

and solidarity, has no fatherland. 'As there is no English Mathematics,

German Astronomy or French Chemistry, says the Grand Vizier, 'so there

is no Turkish, Arabian, Persian or Indian Islam. 7$S
��������	��������
	������
	��]
��������*

���������.
Such are the views of the Grand Vizier of Turkey. You will see

that following a line of thought more in tune with the spirit of Islam, he

reaches practically the same conclusion as the Nationalist Party, that is to

say, the freedom of Ijtihad with a view to rebuild the laws of Shari`ah in

the light of modern thought and experience. 9$S
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