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Abstract
Dr Wazir Agha (1922-2009) is a well-known critic, poet and light essayist.

There are over fifty books on these genres, to his credit. He edited a legendary literary

magazine, Awraq, for many decades. In this article, the author has remembered him,

through his personal reflections. Unpublished letters of Dr Wazir Agha, addressed to

the author, have been produced in this article. They not only express his sentiments

towards his addressee but also, reflect his literary ideas regarding modern peotry. Some

questions raised by the author are also answered by the literary genius. Issues requiring

explanations have been expounded on, in the footnotes. 
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zZ?x
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û2ü
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HxiZ@¡¬%™rZ?xi!
]tX Æaôp™àì7C ]æ…]Ñ W\»â5XÄLL›WiâNÐóó

"upÙƒð�W\äLL=Zu—Z?Øóó8CÃZCë^¯cZzgZkÅgÃ‰ÜÐjy
0cXZq�á²ÃZzgHecZ¤ZkÆ¯xäZq™rÃÃZkîgOW™1ƒX1~W\Æ@WZ]
fgZ,Ðúc7−eLƒVXtZq§bÐZK„̧VÅZq5ŒÛZ]ƒÏT~W\Zzg~
ŠzâVÑqƒVÐX

~ÑƒgŠåX�Ûç{ßŠS9CÅÂ[Å½dgzúðÍḡ»ÒÑƒg~¶XeZË¢
Z£{y01CWñ1̧W\Ã7WñXWYDÂ5‡]ƒYCX

zZ?x
4

zikW¸

ÔÑg{22X†g~@�y8102Y ï*) 31 eZËzikW¸'¼èoÔ¼ÎZÑ]



û3ü
22Bm89Y

HòiZ@¡¬%™rZ?xi
Z\k�W\Ð5‡]:ƒmX~02BÃuÍŠJàXÀ˜ZÂZgÃuÍŠJW@ƒVXZkz‰Ü

W\Y`¸XZ%8znyh+6W\Ð5‡]ƒCgSìX
ÆCÙ ]æ…]Ñ W\Ã{ZŠcå1Zk~W\ÅÃðÄ7¶XW\ZhÄ�� ]æ…]Ñ

Ñg}~W\ÅÄWãecX
�Û*Š{ÄLL=¢~¹¶óóÌZhÄìX'Zk~ZqFILLugZÓÕóóÄÆ

Zk6̈g Z|[ÐWƒðŠ3ðŠ~ìXçw~ÂZ+FZI�YC�1]hÄ~Zb@�X11C
™³X

ugZ{»°åXZkÆ‚BÕÃÝ:ÌHYñÂÃðCÙ̀7ÄÅWy~Ñí6Ì
¨g™BYèWy~Ñí6ÄÆ@W»Óxz¾wZ®gƒ@ìXW\LL=¾!]Å¢~¶ZâóóI
eT�LL1¾!]óóZzgLL¹óóÆZ·ZuÐz{@W7Z½Z�Šg»gåŠN³Z¤¼™ÃÂÇ

ìzg:ÇìX21C
Ñƒg~ZC8¯y�CŠ,@�gZ‚ƒnXuÍŠJÌ¢~¢~Wc™,X
zZ?x

4
zikW¸

û4ü
gw}gzeuÍŠJ
22BâÞ89Y

HòiZ@¡¬%™rZ?xi
W\»âïŠìX]t!~W\ÆâÅgzÝ~ÄÅPÑÅV~p~™ŠzVÇX31C
W\Ð5‡]7ƒg„XW\uÍŠJ7WnZzg~ÑƒgYäÆ!z�ŠZzg@»Ò

7VeXŠgZÝZ[R�»XZÚ«ƒŠì�Zzg@»Ò)Nh»U»¿Š3ðŠ}g;
ìXW\ZqgN‚»x™,XHx¢Z£{V™rÐtg{™ÆZzg@»ÒÃEÓá
YN‚g})biƒYNÐX?c~WäÐZzg@»ÒÆZ‚E{2»ÒÆCÅ¡
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"upÙƒð�W\ÃeZËfï̂ìXIg·Š!61C
W\äZYH�£á»LLl)óó�áù™ŠcXZkÐZ0Zi{ƒ@ì�£!¾œZzg²t

gm~Ð–ŠƒÇX71C
}Z™}W\ZÏ§bWÐ„WÐ(_YNX

ÆaJw™àˆìÂp} ]æ…]Ñ Zkz‰ÜLL¬g†ZDwóóÅÄ81Cf‚~7'XZ¤
Æ�~ƒÏX@ëZigZ{ZôoZkÅŠz&ä=ŸŠØX

zZ?x
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zikW¸
û6ü
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W�yÆ"F+Z…ŠJÃZĶV~7HìpCktƒ@ì�LL›óóZk»³mF+

ÔÑg{22X†g~@�y8102Y ï*) 51 eZËzikW¸'¼èoÔ¼ÎZÑ]



ñçqìXt›{ØgzâãcZb~Ìñ�Šì˜VmÅ´â]'ïZzgYwZzgpl$ðEN
äZÐzZgŠZ]¯™7™ŠcìZzgZgnÐâzgZẐ©}é EE~Ì˜Vz{ŠhÆ«]k~Zkîg6
%ŠZgƒðì�ÜsˆkZf;y„ZkÆëZ-Ã0M�XWyWy~›äZLlkgz\~
pŠÃWDgHìZz{âOÆgz\~Z½™iâyzky6�ƒ̂ìX÷~Š¬ì�z‰ÜÆ‚B
‚Bz{ZKÄÆWÃtÃŠZ]{ŠgŠZ]{;ä~»x[ƒVZzgLL¹ãä'óó02CÆ0bÅ̧V
Æe�ÎŠ,X

zikW¸
û7ü

iZ@¡¬%øg}Zyâ�ZyZŠ!~Ð�XÆ;V:ÜsZŠ[ÅZqEÎñ�Š 12C
ìÉ�„zÃÅR6Ì!z‰Ü!-Bmø

G
EOŠ3ðŠï�ZzgtZÏe»³ì�Z,VäZ,

ñç¬]Æ!g}~ÎaXg»M¸iHì�°iâ:)ÁZiÁøg}z…èEL³mÅuJ(â�ZyÂ
Zq§só¢/ßÍVÆ;VÌ&43ð HGEŒÛZg0ñ�X}ikÃÂa„ÃkXZk~iZ@¡¬%ä

ñ�ŠóóÆ´z{LLZKÃóóªZ̈yÆ»ŠiZztó{ÅZÌÆ!g}~Ì¨gzpnHìXœ Y LLœ
ñ�ŠÆ!g}~yXxXgZ”äZq¹pzg]Äè¶T~Zk!]»ZÖgHå�Ziw

ñ�Šóó¡Zq¤{ìóT»Ètå�¤{OñpŠÃðZµ Y ZzgZ$ÆŠgxyâƒðgÏ~LLœ
z�Š7ìÉâèZzgqw»z{£ÄZ£wì�ZÌåZzgZ[7ìXŠJ§ZÎðÆÎgZc~

Y ñ�ŠŒÛZg0YìX@ë¯Å!]tì�̧œ Y Ð¦g@ìÂz{ZqœZz{ZkÃ!øM™@ìœ
ñ�Š�„CÙZkŠg¿ìÔZLZ0g7g}âèZzgwÃœƒñìX'}VäZÐ%z§iâV

»*xŠcåXª²Ãy»z{œìT~‚g}iâäŠƒYD�Xð»g~Æ Durationª
¿~ÌLLœñ�ŠóóÃ!øM™*„ZÝ!]ìXz{ßv�œYñ�ŠÐ%ZŠtf��âèZzg

wÐ"*iƒ™¡¦gDƒñxÐä]>ÅYñZ¹Zqâœ~ỲÃÆñh
�XœYñ�ŠÅZÝZÌZk!]~ì�Z̈yz‰ÜÆsËÐMiZŠƒ™ZKÙZãZzgZ$eÃ
Ck™ä6‡ŠgƒXiZ@¡¬%‡.ÞIg·Š��Z,VäZkZ•ðig&ñçqÃCZìXQy
ìz{Zk6'×h̈gz„™,Ð@�MÐ^™ZyÅÎaXgÆZvgZqZµÂ[Åßg]~
øg}‚tMÃXZLZkÂaÆŠzu}*y~iZ@¡¬%äZk!]6izgŠcì�
M\V6÷!0|™¦Svu6½ÐZ̈yÅZÐZŠe*ƒYCìXZ̈yÂZqSìwìó

~eR Type Zq"Vw�ìóÑixì�z{ZKZkZÐZŠeÃZL™ŠZg~ÈŠ}X:t�Zq
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™çÑ}Åá~¡Zq6i}Å§b»x™@`YñX´)ZDwäpŠ~Å�ZzgŠgcÄ
6ZÏaizgŠcåYèz{7eT¸�øg}â�Zy�ÆM¶g�XZDw»,pŠ~Z*c

!wZ*Åy»*x7ìXZDwòÅpŠ~Â²ÃÈfZ]»ŠzuZ*xìDDDDDz{²ÃÈfZ]T~
¿ZLÐ!CÙM™ZCÂg{™@ìZzgQpŠÃá»Zq6i{7&É7g~»Ñ]ÆZqmn

Zzg¬Åw~0@ìXZLZk*y~ÌiZ@¡¬%äøg~ÎaÃïÎðìZzgZq
Z•ðZëñçqÆZylZ…Š~QFäÅ§s…âbHìX=Âµì�z{ZkñçqÆ

e~ÌÎaXgÆ¿ÃYg~gOÐZzgQH=�MÐ^™z{Zkñçq6ÌZqÂ[É
ÃX/CÙqw~iZ@¡¬%ÆZk_/(sZzgeÃ‡.Þ°p&ƒVZzg÷~t™¬ì�

Z,VäZLZqt~�Ó°ðìz{ZÐZLegzV§s#ƒðt]ÅËM0S~¼7
Š,ÐX

7&âga9891Y
zikM¸

û8ü
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W\ÅÃ~øg~â�Zy±Æ„~Z_g»:Hì? k:
W\Tßg‹qw»f™™gì�ZÐ„~Z_g7¹YYÉt_!]»ì̂B@ `:

ì�Zk/)â�Zã(»{�ìZzgtZ+6.yƒäzZà!]7ìYè¸â�ZyZÀÃé
Å/~qÐZzgZy6f)ŠZg-V»ÃÓ¤ZV7}ÇÂ_!]»t̂ì&W\„~Z_gÈgì
�pŠlŠŠg„ƒYñÇXÉ~ÂtHƒV�øg~â�Zy±ZL7gzzVÆ£¨~}

ìXZk~(~&&�'fgZ!]Zâì�ZyÆ_!]ÆîÃy (Well Informed)

ÃFKŠ}™y~ÑÅV6ÑäÅ¢zg]ìtFKc&½™*zZ−+ZzgZ‚E{»»xìX
ÂHW\ZkŠzg~zZ−+ZzgZ‚E{Æ™ŠZgÐt�? k:
ZÝ~Â̧qìTÐyZÒVaZƒC�XZ‚E{ZzgzZ−+Z¤ZKf)ŠZg-VÐ `:

Ç{'Wƒä'Â‚g~â�Zy±ÿVàþ22C:ƒYñYèZÐÂÜsgÉðÅ¢zg]ì!¹
&&Zk~ƒñ�Š�X

aÅ«FšÇ{yZzgzZ−+»™ŠZgƒ@ìZkÆẐkÆ(ZŠZg{ÆZ‚E{ZkÅ
i0Ï6�}Ýl%A™D�Zk§bzZ−+ÔZ‚E{ZzgCtZq[ì�Z̈ãçÑ}
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Ã¢oãŠzV6Z2Zg™Cì1ZkŠzg~t[)̂ìÔ:ÂzZ−+ZKf)ŠZg-VÃ7gZ™gì
�Zzg:Z‚E{ÉtŠzâVçÑ}ÅZqZ½¦Fg~ok»DgÌƒD�XzZ−+cZ‚E{
”VÃ�Ã™D�z{ZJpŠZk6¿cZƒ™7Š3NÐAJz{Ã”V6»g¤7
ƒÏX¢zg]ZkZ%Åì�”VÃsÁÅYNZyÆ‚tißg]~%ä7KYN�
Z¹ZqZYZ̈y�~æŠŠ,ÐXZâ�ZyZiZ̈y0YNÐÂ!¹&&Zy~

pŠlŠaZƒYNÏX
ZyqÑ]ÅgzÝ~W\øg}wÃ÷ŠÙ�? k:
ZyqÑ]ÐZqx³/W‚ãïÑYYì�Z¤ß̧g]qwg„ZzgzZ−+zZ‚E{ `:

(aZƒÏTÆ7ÃÎZñâŠ"ìGOGÆ Mope äZKf)ŠZg-V»Zˆk:HÂWÒ{±ñ\)
ZzgÃð!©}å GL§]7ƒÇXZk»itì�a�ÅèÅ§bƒD�ZyÅFšÅ§s½7g
ÂzŠ~Yñ(ZŠZgzV~ZyÅFšÆa{mZOâ]KYNZzgZ‚E{ÅFšÆa

»gKYNYèZ¤è»'@ZY:¯ƒZƒÂZk (Most Modern Courses) ñ†âegyÃgw
~]gè»7É²+£ég»ƒ@ìXZ[ÌZ¤Zk§s½7gÂzŠ~YñZzgZk±Ã�÷~Ã~
(~&6VzZà±ìoƒgZÉð�ÛZëÅ̂Âw@gq7ƒÇXZy�áYZv32C

ZyÎZÑ]Æ�Z!]ÐW¸™rÅ,»µZzgy~§i„‚tW@ìXtk?Â
¸òñçq6åÔW¸™rÐfZCjZßVÐÌWƒCgS¶X/ªCÙz{ZL6zV60ã7
7äŠïp̧/!íz{ZqÜZzg$!y,Æâ´¸�CÙWäzZáÐ—Z™YZzgCÙ
¤̈DÆÎZÑ]»�Z[Š¶Æa!z‰Ü»ggT¸XZq!ggZ¶äZyÐZyÅfZCi0Ï

ÆjZáÐ¼ÎZÑ]ŠgcÄKÂZ,VäZy6Ì(~ŠwZzgÂzÆ‚B�Z!]ÁeKt
ÎZwZzgZyÆ�Z[Zk§bÐ¸:

û9ü
ÎZw:HW\ZLZ|ƒ§]Ðt�?

Y;V!ÇtƒVX �Z[:
ÎZw:ÃðZ+¶�i0Ï~W\Ã”]ÐCkƒðƒ?

~ZqÁizgŸÆ‚BÂaZ7ƒZåp0õ'kÅ/~í6N"3¨é JGE[»úƒZXZy �Z[
ŠâVN"3¨é JGEà»Ãð´`7åSZkÆ�eZËggÅ”]ÃÁ™äÅÃÒ™@ZzgâVŠygZ]

>}~¤~gSX~N"3¨é JGE[ÐÂ$ŠpZkÆZWZ]!¹gìXOçŸ*gïZ0Zi~(|:
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eXAcVÁizgg{IX~äjwZzg»ÒÆZ&éGOx~�V~z1ÔzgilÌÅ1ŸiZ?„
g;XZk¶»=Óx/”]ÐZˆkg;ìXŠg]äZkÅˆ°¢zgÅZzg~dzZŠ!yZâV

~{™dwg;pZk¶ä=å¹ŠÄŠc�=Z(ŸYV:5�=̧]ZzgD«™@X
ÎZw:i0Ï~ÃðZ(œ&W\äZ%™äÅÃÒÅƒX
�Z[:tW`ÐÁz�¤'k¬Å!]ìXZkz‰Ü÷~eÅ/ÎZ‚wÆµnƒÏX
uŠ-VÆŠy¸X~ðÎk}ZL_~Yvg;åXegzV§såj]åZzgQZkj]
~=Zq¶Ð̂ÅWzZi‹ðŠ~!Ç‰qg~p#Z_ƒX~äZKç~ÃWzZiŠ~Zzg
7Y:LLtÃy´?óó÷~ç~çZzg¹:LLtf¶óó)ëZKeÃ\gÐf¹™D¸(=CkƒZ

�~ÂZ,„i0Ï½ä]Åˆl~\g;Xä]Â9è~nƒðZkÛ*ç»*x
ì�"Z-»Ñ]Æ£«~ZqáZi~̧]Ægz\~Z½WCìXkq=CkƒZ‰

42C6ZÝŠâpÂfä–ìX'Zkx÷~Â[)ZyŠâV ÚŠ³³†lÒ³oi³¡� ÷~Â[
@i{@i{�áùƒð¶(Zzgf»ðZqŠzu}ÐëW}ƒ‰ ÚŠ³³†lÒ³oi¡� ÷~Â[

Zzg~ä]ÆZq�}ZˆkÃŠ!ñ_Ðò™!CÙ%ŠZäÅ§s½ã¸MƒñŠX
z;Ví„~äZC8bïÑZzgä]ÆZkgz×xÃZ%™äÅÃÒÅ:³ZqÄÅßg]

~W`Ì÷}‚tì:ÄŠg`fsì:
Øð]½ð OV~eÁƒñt�áxzH
Zq"âgZŠZÏÅt~ge\
3x10zVÅ§b¤D−YD¸

/
CÙ5�áxÅ(fƒð@gO~
Zu*g{Z½W@å†6ge\
Šz*g}%~W\V~ÌØZD¸

/
CÙ‘è¾{ÆZ�x?ŠzâVW²
÷~W\VÆLzÃVÐò™ge\
÷}ÇßV?±¼ƒñÅYD¸

/
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W`~Zu5ÒgÐYvQVƒV
ð'ÛÏ¥c»ŠgWcge\

Zzg~pZƒ¤ZV!gÐYvQVƒV

jZ!Y]:
Ô)Ñƒg:ZÖgÜÔ2102Y(Ôm:13 ÚŠ†lÒoi¡� zikW¸Ô 1X

ZsÔm:511 2X
æ‡m³³³†�Æ³³³^Ò³³1ì³_³ç½ ¯[eZËzikW¸%̧)41Bâga9791Y¯xZâg‡h̃! 3X

ÔÑƒg:„„zìwÔ5891Y(Ôm:221 ]Þç…‰‚m‚Ò1Þ^Ý
Ôm:03 æ‡m†�Æ^Ò1ì_ç½ 4X

ZsÔ̄[eZËzikW¸%̧)6Bm1891YÔm:981 5X
Æ{m��Ñð ]æ…]Ñ gZ¶ÅÄLLZÌWîóóÅ§sZ�ág{ì�W¸™rÆg‚á 6X

Z~6991Y~�áùƒðÔm:48
Ô†g~�Ûz~8991Y~�áùƒðÔm:521 ]æ…]Ñ ›WiâNÐ‚Ü) 7X
W¸™rÆÄ~ù»́*xìÔ)uÍŠJ:„QgŠzi!y Â³r³g]ÕÚŠ³Ó†]a8 8X

âgaÔ7991Y(
�Ûç{ßŠS)x:#0102Y(QgŠzZzgº!ÅZY:ógZzg*zwóg‰æ]Z�Íḡ»Ò 9X
Ñƒg~rÑ$k+ÅwÐ}â]Z�xŠ,XZyÆØCÙZzg‡ZÆ|X6zW
™'ßŠSZzg�Ûç{™/ŠzâÐeZËzikW¸Æ¹Zi%ZÌ¸X
eZË¢Z£{y)8491Y'9002Y(ŸiÕŠÔ�á²ZzgZ*›ZŠÒ‹QgŠzÔZzg@»Ò~ 01X

œg£QgŠzÔ̧6±Zzg@»ÒÌgìÔˆZiZVÍḡ»ÒÑƒg−‰˜V
Zzge+ÅwÐ}â]Z�xŠ,X,ÆagZ¶»*yLLeZË¢Z£{y œg%
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