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Abstract

East India Company played the pivotal role in colonization of India
alongside its aftermaths. In the name of trade, the Company hijacked the
political setup of India thereby resulting in the occupation of India.
However, the nature of the occupation in Punjab was utterly different from
the rest of India owing to its political and social background. Even the
treaty of Amritsar was a result of the fear and Ranjit Singh was a crucial
and defining variable amidst all this. The present study is an articulation
of this viewpoint on the basis of of the double game played by the East
India Company. Apart from this, the infliction of war on Punjabis after the
demise of Ranjit Singh is also used an evidence to build the
aforementioned thesis. Suggestive evidence to highlight the malignant
behaviour of the Company in the war (i.e. forgery of the history) against
Punjabis is also presented. The whole study, however, aims at building the
conclusion that the above cited negative tactics were employed by the
Company primarily to distort the Politico-Social fabric of Punjab to

extract their personal colonial interests.
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"The Resident held out no hopes to the deputies of

the confederate Sikh chiefs of direct British

interference in their relations with the Lahore ruler,

but nevertheless they were led to hope that they

had the best sympathies of the British authorities,

and that, when the time came, a helping hand

would not be denied them." (&)
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"Mr. Metcalf reached Patila on 22nd August, and
was received by the Raja Sahib Singh with great
ceremony." (<)
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"He did not, perhaps, see that a French invasion
would be ruineous to his interests, he rather feared
the colossal power on his borders, and he rebented
the intention of confining him to the Sutlej. He

suddenly broke off negotiations, and made his third

inroad to the south of the Sutlej." (A)
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"In the beginning of February 1809, Sir David
Ochterloney had issued a proclamation declaring

the cis- Sutlej states to be under British protection,
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and that any aggressions of the chief of The

Lahore whould be resisted with arms." (1)
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R a treaty was concluded at Amritsar on 25th
April 1809, by which Ranjit Singh agreed not to
attempt conquest, or occupy territory south of the
Sutlej, and to withdraw all claims of sovereignty
over the Sikhs inhabiting that territory." (I1)
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"Runjeet Singh directed the immediate recall of his
men, and he desired Sardar Dehsa Singh to go in

person, and after his apologies to the English

agent." (Ir)
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"He would seem to have had the command of
large sums of money, and he endeavored to
engage Runjeet Singh in his case; but the
Muharaja had been told the fugitive was the violent
enemy of his English allies, and he ordered him to

quit his territories." (i)
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"He acted as if he meant by unbelievers the Sikhs
alone, but his precise objects are imperfectly
understood. He was careful not to offend the
English." (I7)
el sl

"He was careful to avoid complications with the
British authorities; and although funds were raised
in aid of his declared designs in all parts of British

territories." (16)
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"The Indus was chosen as the route of this journey,

as the authorities, both in England and India, were

annicous to collect full and complete information,

political and geographical, regarding that river."(12)
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"Before the Governor General met Runjeet Singh,

he had directed colonel Pottenger to proceed to

Hydrabad, to negotiate with the Ameer's of Sindh

the opening of the lower portion of the river to all
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boats on the payment of a fixed toll." (19)
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"Lal Singh headed the attack, but in accordance

with his original design, he involved his followers in
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an engagement, and then left them to fight as their
undirected valor might prompt." (*1)
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"The English, therefore, intimated to Golab Singh

their readiness to acknowledge a Sikh sovereignty

in Lahore after the army should have been

disbanded; but the Raj declared his inability to deal

with the troops, which stiff overawed him and other

well wisher to the family of Runjeet Singh. This

helplessness was partly exaggerated for selfish

objects; but time pressed; the speedy dictation of a

treaty under the walls of Lahore was essential to

the British reputation; and the views of either party

were in some sort met by an understanding that

the Sikh army should be attacked by the English,

and that when beaten it should be openly

abandoned by its own government; and further,

that the passage of the Sutlej should be

unopposed and the road to the Capital laid open to
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the victors. Under such circumstances of discreet
policy and shameless treason was the battle of

Subraon." (19)
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