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Abstract

Feminism is the name of a movement that not only calls for women's rights but also

reacts to the exploitation of women. Like other global movements in the world,

Feminism originated in the West in the early eighteenth century. Very soon this

movement gained global popularity and its various branches came into being. Writers

and poets around the world also welcomed the movement. The voice of this movement

in the colonial period began to be heard in the subcontinent as well. Feminist ideology

has been promoted by poets and writers like Maulana Hali and Allama Rashid

al-Khari. Women's morale was raised and they too came out on the field to protect

their rights. Women tried to change exploitative attitudes through poetry and fiction,

and played a vital role to promote feminist thinking. Kishwar Naheed is one such

name in Urdu literature who used poetry and prose to develop feminist ideology. The

main purpose of this article is to highlight the theoretical view of feminism and

ecofeminism in Kishwar Naheed's writings.
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 "Feminism, the belief in the social, economic and

political equality of the sexes. Although largely originating in

the West, feminism is manifested worldwide and is represented

by various institutions committed to activity on behalf of

women's rights and interests." (1)     
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"Ecofeminism, also called ecological feminism, branch of

feminism that examines the connections between women and

nature. Its name was coined by French feminist Françoise

d’Eaubonne in 1974. Ecofeminism uses the basic feminist

tenets of equality between genders, a revaluing of non-

patriarchal or nonlinear structures, and a view of the world that

respects organic processes, holistic connections, and the merits

of intuition and collaboration. To these notions ecofeminism

adds both a commitment to the environment and an awareness
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of the associations made between women and nature.

Specifically, this philosophy emphasizes the ways both nature

and women are treated by patriarchal (or male- centred)

society."  )5(
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‘‘Radical ecofeminists contend that the dominant patriarchal

society equates nature and women in order to degrade both. To

that end, radical ecofeminism builds on the assertion of early

ecofeminists that one must study patriarchal domination with an

eye toward ending the associations between women and nature.

Of particular interest to those theorists is the ways in which both

women and nature have been associated with negative or

commodifiable attributes while men have been seen as capable

of establishing order. That division of characteristics encourages

the exploitation of women and nature for cheap laboursand

resources." )9(

"Cultural ecofeminists, on the other hand, encourage an

association between women and the environment. They contend

that women have a more intimate relationship with nature

because of their gender roles (e.g., family nurturer and provider

of food) and their biology (e.g. menstruation, pregnancy, and

lactation). As a result, cultural ecofeminists believe that such

associations allow women to be more sensitive to the sanctity

and degradation of the environment." )01(   
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